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The Newman News 
CATHOLIC CENTER KICKS OFF INAUGURAL YEAR 

“God has perfect timing; never early, never late.  It takes a little patience and a whole lot 

of faith… but it’s worth the wait.” This quote by an unknown author, seems very fitting for 

the arrival of a Catholic Center on the campus of the University of West Georgia this past 

fall.  The St. John Henry Newman Catholic Center opened its doors for the first time to 

students in August and was dedicated on October 3rd, 2020.  It was not the first effort to 

bring Catholic Campus Ministry to UWG.  In fact, the charter for the first “Newman Club” 

hangs on the wall of the current center and is proof of Catholic Campus Ministry efforts 

dating back to 1958 under the direction of Rev. R. Donald Kiernan. 

No one ever could have imagined that over 60 years later God would have chosen a time 

of racial and social unrest, and a worldwide pandemic to finally make a way to open a 

center for the students, faculty, and staff of UWG.  In May, a small home located across 

the street from the Kennedy Chapel on campus became available for rent. Norma Roth-

schadl, Campus Minister at UWG, quickly petitioned the newly assigned parochial ad-

ministrator of the local parish, Rev. Gaurav Shroff to see if it was possible to rent the 

home to be used as a Newman Center.  Fr. Gaurav, an ardent supporter of campus minis-

try, agreed and petitioned Archbishop Hartmayer for permission; on July 1st, a lease was 

signed.  See INAUGURAL / Pg. 2 

 

“IGNITING LOVE FOR JESUS: ONE HEART AT A TIME”                                

A CHAPLAIN’S PERSPECTIVE 

Dear Friends of the Catholic Center  - What a year it is has been with the pandemic, a new 

Catholic Center at UWG and a new pastor/chaplain.  There have been many challenges, 

but God is powerfully at work.  There is a sense that in our society, religion is in decline. 

Church congregations are graying. In 1999, 70% of American adults identified with a 

church or religious organization. In 2021, for the first time, less than 50% - 47% identified 

with a church or religious organization, and only 16% of Millennials identified as Catholic. 

Statistics can certainly give us a  broad sense of sociological and generational trends.  

However, Jesus, when He gave the Apostles the Great Commission to go out to the na-

tions and “teach them to observe all that I have commanded you” (Mt. 28:20); did not 

send out statisticians.   See CHAPLAIN / Pg. 2 
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“The Catholic Center at UWG as a whole has been awesome to have.  It’s 
been my home away from home.” Chuck Davis, UWG Class of 2022 

He did send out men and women who were on fire because they had found in Him the 

answer to the deepest longings of their heart. One person, one encounter, at a time, that 

fire of faith was passed on. And that it is how it has been in every age. The challenges 

have changed, the landscape has changed, but the human heart is the same, and is 

"restless until it finds it rest in You" (St. Augustine, "The Confessions").  

The St. John Henry Newman Catholic Center is well poised to pass on the fire of faith, of 

a loving relationship with Jesus Christ in the Church that He founded. In this first year of 

our existence, we have become a home away from home for many students at UWG, who 

have also grown in their relationship with the Lord, and shared His love with others, 

including those in need. It is an exciting time, despite the challenges, to be led by the 

Holy Spirit to share the Good News of liberation and transformation in Christ. Thank 

you for your support and participation in this mission!  Fr. Gaurav Shroff, Chaplain of 

the St. John Henry Newman Catholic Center at UWG. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pictured is Fr. G with UWG Students at the SEEK Retreat held at Georgia College. He loves a selfie! 

INAUGURAL FROM PAGE 1 

CHAPLAIN FROM PAGE 1 

After signing the lease, Rothschadl quickly 

made a plea to help furnish the center.  In 

just a few short weeks, the center was 

completely furnished solely through the 

generosity of supporters.  The center has a 

large dining facility for student meals, a 

lounge area, a library, an office, a chapel, 

and a wonderful outdoor space.  “It has 

been so humbling to see the community 

come together to help us realize the dream 

of having a Catholic Center for our stu-

dents.  Not only were we gifted with the 

necessities, but so many wonderful family 

heirlooms and gifts with connections to 

the local Catholic community were donat-

ed.  The center is a living testament to the 

vibrant and faithful Catholic community 

of West Georgia”, Rothschadl remarked.   

Starting a new ministry from the ground 

up can be overwhelming and filled with 

many challenges, but with the help of the 

staff, students, numerous volunteers, and 

financial supporters; the inaugural year 

yielded much fruit.   

“The Catholic Center holds a special place 

in my heart.  Since its opening, I have met 

so many wonderful people who have be-

come my close friends.  I am so thankful 

that we now have a place where we can 

grow closer to God and grow in fellow-

ship.” Mary Garger, Student Leadership 

Council President 2020/2021.  

 

LUNCH & LECTIO 

This year the students at the 

Catholic Center at UWG had 

the opportunity to gather 

weekly for lunch and fellow-

ship, while meditating upon 

the scriptures of the day in 

what was affectionately called 

“Lunch & Lectio”.   

Students were guided on the  

process of “Lectio Divina”, a 

tradition of the Church dating 

back to 3rd Century that com-

bines the reading of scripture 

and prayer, while at the same 

time opening  one’s  heart to  

hear the voice of God.   
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This original painting of the Catholic 

Center patron, St. John Henry    

Newman, was commissioned and 

donated by supporter, CJ Kruse and 

hangs proudly in the Center library. 



WOLFCATHOLIC NIGHT  

This past year the Catholic Center at UWG hosted “wolfCatholic” Night each Thursday for 

students.  “wolfCatholic” Night was an opportunity for students to gather for a meal each 

week followed by thought provoking movies, engaging presentations by guest speakers, 

service projects or social gatherings. 

The first semester began with a showing of the movie “The Mission” starring Robert 

DeNiro and Jeremy Irons which explored many Catholic themes surrounding Jesuit Mis-

sions in South America in the 1750’s.  Later in the semester students viewed the movie 

“Unplanned” which portrayed the true story of Abby Johnson, who went from being a 

director for Planned Parenthood to a staunch Pro-Life supporter.  This “wolfCatholic” 

Night was followed by the students hosting a watch party fundraiser for the local Preg-

nancy Resource Center which raised over $1,200. 

The Catholic Center at UWG as well, welcomed many guests that presented on a variety of 

topics.  Fr. Jack Knight of St. John Vianney presented an evening on discerning God’s will 

for your life; UWG Professor, Alison Umminger taught students about Ignatian spirituali-

ty and how to pray the Examen; Joey Martineck of the Archdiocese of Atlanta Office Di-

rector of Respect Life Ministry conducted a three part series entitled “Unmasked” which 

delved into the topics of human sexuality and God’s vision & plan for our lives; UWG 

Professor Melissa Brillhart and students from the Wellness & Nutrition program present-

ed on the interconnectedness of wellness, nutrition and spirituality followed by an amaz-

ing cooking competition that yielded several tasty meals; Greg Ferrara, music minister at 

Holy Trinity Parish in Peachtree City shared his experience on the “Camino de Santiago” 

in addition to providing an amazing evening of praise and worship music.  The year end-

ed by looking forward to life after UWG!  Ely Elefante, former Director of Auxiliary Ser-

vices at UWG, presented an evening on resume building, interview skills and finding a 

job.  The final guests of the year included the Sister Servants of the Eternal Word, Fr. 

Silloway and Seminarian Evan Glowzinski to discuss vocations and their own personal 

stories of their vocation calling. 

Of course the year also presented many opportunities for fellowship and fun including 

glow in the dark dodgeball, paint nights, hiking, pumpkin carving, decorating cookies, 

and much more.  Thanks to all that made our “wolfCatholic” nights so very fruitful! 

PRESIDENT’S CORNER 

“Over the past year, the St. John 

Henry Newman Center at UWG 

has been my home.  It has been a 

place to study, to meet like 

minded Christians, and has been 

a place where I feel comfortable 

and loved.  It has facilitated my 

growth in becoming a woman, a 

Catholic and a child of God.  My 

hope for the coming year is to 

continue to walk into the center 

and see people not only praying, 

celebrating mass or diving into 

scriptures; but also to see them 

napping, studying, watching t.v. 

and feeling at home.  I hope that 

we will be able to break ground 

by the end of the next year on a 

permanent Center.  We accom-

plished much in the inaugural 

year of the center and will con-

tinue to do so in the coming 

year, but none of it would have 

been possible without the help of 

our supporters.  I hope our sup-

porters know how grateful my 

classmates and I are for their 

continued support, prayers and 

financial donations.  We are 

truly making a difference here in 

Carrollton, GA! I could not be 

more proud of our Newman 

Center and the community of 

amazing supporters!” 

The Catholic Center at UWG welcomed Seminarian Evan Glowzinski, Fr. Michael Silloway, 
Sr. Joseph Marie and Sr. Sr. Marie Faustina for a “WolfCatholic Night” on Vocations. 
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Julie, UWG Class of 2022 and 

President of the CCUWG Student 

Leadership Council pictured 

with her best bud, Bruce. 



CCUWG ADVISORY 
BOARD: AN ESSENTIAL 
COMPONENT IN        
PLANNING FOR FUTURE 

When efforts were begun to plan for a 

Catholic Center at UWG, it was clear 

that an advisory board would need to 

be formed to assist and advise in 

regards to the development and ad-

ministration of a future center.  In the 

Fall of 2019, Norma Rothschadl—

Director of Campus Ministry—began 

to search for individuals  that had 

close ties to the University of West 

Georgia, were active in their Catholic 

faith, and would be passionate about 

not only sharing the message of the 

need for a Catholic Center, but who 

were also willing to work hard to see 

the dream become a reality.   

The following individuals were chosen:  

Robert Fazio, Steve Harrison, Tom 

Mackel, Bill Maddox, Jerry Mock, 

Michelle Morgan, Arnel Orig, Kathy 

Richards, Christy Sammon, Ryan 

Sammon and Alexis Snyder.  Harry 

Nelson acting as Faculty Advisor. 

We are so very grateful for the time, 

talent, and treasure the board mem-

bers have shared with the Catholic 

Center at UWG!   

“I choose to serve on the St. John 

Henry Newman Catholic Center 

Board because I am so excited to see 

an organized Catholic Campus Minis-

try program on the Campus of UWG.  

For these young adults, having a 

place to come and pray or just talk to 

others about their faith is so needed 

during this time in their lives.”  

Christy Sammon 

 

 

JOIN THE CCUWG MUG CLUB 

When plans were being drawn up for the vision of the St. John Henry Newman Catholic 

Center at UWG, there was never a question that service would be an integral part of the 

mission.  At the Catholic Center we strive to prepare responsible and passionate Catholic 

disciples and leaders for service to the Church and our greater society.   

This past year students had many opportunities to serve the community.  Students helped 

to load cars each month with a food supplement box for senior citizens of the community 

experiencing food insecurity.  In addition, students volunteered weekly at the local non-

profit “The Strong House Foundation” which serves at-risk middle school students.   

In addition to these regularly scheduled opportunities, students provided goodies to Tan-

ner Medical Center employees, hosted a Pregnancy Resource Center fundraiser, served at 

the COVID mobile food pantry and also served at the weekly celebration of mass.  

Were you aware that all the operating costs 

of the Catholic Center at UWG are paid for 

solely by the generous donations of our 

supporters? That includes rent, utilities, 

internet, programming, etc… We need your 

continued support to make sure that our 

ministry will be viable for years to come. As 

much as we love our beautiful, little rental 

home; we hope to invest in building a per-

manent center of our own. 

Help us realize our dream by becoming a 

sustaining donor of the Catholic Center at 

UWG. Become a $25 or greater, monthly 

recurring donor to the Catholic Center at 

UWG and you will receive your very own 

"wolfCatholic" mug.  By offering up the 

cost of one weekly trip to your favorite 

coffee shop for your specialty coffee, you 

will be helping to provide an intellectual 

and spiritual home to the students at 

UWG.  The next time your family and 

friends see you sipping your favorite hot 

drink from your "wolfCatholic" mug, 

share with them how they too can become a 

sustaining donor!   

You can sign up for the Mug Club at 

www.uwgcatholic.org/donate or reach 

us at uwgcampuscatholics@olphcc.org for 

more information. 

SERVICE: INTEGRAL PART OF MISSION 

 

Pictured is Lily Welter, UWG Class of 2025, 

Coordinator for Service & Senior Food Pan-

try loading up a food box for one of our 

Senior Food Pantry clients. 

 

“The St. John Henry Newman Center 

has helped me grow so much during my 

Freshman year at UWG.  I was fortu-

nate enough to assist with our Senior 

Food Pantry and to help the needy.  

Being able to help the community has 

made my faith so much stronger.  I am 

so excited for next year!” Lily Welter 
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Christy Sammon, Advisory Board 

Member, UWG Class of 1990 



“I am glad that we now have a place to call home and that we have a place 
where we can grow closer to God.”  Mary Garger, UWG Class of 2021 

Nearly five years ago, preliminary plans for a permanent Catholic Center at UWG were 

drawn up after a vacant lot was purchased as a building site for the center.  This property 

sits immediately adjacent to the rental home that is acting as the current but temporary 

center.   Although the ministry is growing and thriving in it’s current home, there is no 

possibility for purchasing the property.  Therefore we continue to pray, work and dream 

that a permanent center will one day be able to be built.   Please continue to join us in pray 

in the hopes that God will make a path for this dream to become a reality.   

 

This coming fall, the St. John Henry New-

man Center will welcome Notre Dame 

ECHO Apprentice, Mary Mertes as a full 

time employee.  The ECHO Graduate Ser-

vice Program has been in existence for 

nearly 20 years, but is arriving in the Arch-

diocese of Atlanta for the first time due to 

the efforts of Campus Minister, Norma 

Rothschadl.  The ECHO program offers 

students an opportunity to earn a free 

Master of Arts in Theology from the uni-

versity while serving in a parish, school or  

at campus ministry site . 

Norma realized early that in order for the 

campus ministry program at UWG to grow 

and flourish she would need additional 

help.  The Notre Dame program offers 

gifted college students with a sincere desire 

to grow in knowledge, faith and service 

through personal, communal and profes-

sional formation; for a very reasonable 

cost. In addition, she felt strongly a greater 

need for peer to peer ministry.  “Our young 

people need to see other young people that 

have a great love for the Lord and a pas-

sion for spreading the Gospel message. 

Mary has an impressive resume of skills 

and was herself a student and employee at 

one of the premiere Catholic Centers in the 

country— the St. Thomas More Center at 

the University of Missouri, Columbia.  We 

are excited about the impact she will have 

on our ministry.” 

Mary will serve for two years in the West 

Georgia area alongside two fellow class-

mates that will be serving at St. George and 

St. Mary Magdalene parishes in Newnan, 

GA.  We are excited for her arrival! 

STILL DREAMING 

CCUWG WELCOMES NOTRE DAME APPRENTICE 
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ND Apprentice, Mary Mertes 

 

Preliminary architectural drawings  for permanent Catholic Center at UWG. 



THE ST. JOHN HENRY NEWMAN 
CATHOLIC CENTER AT UWG  

MISSION STATEMENT 

Our mission is to support, challenge 

and inspire students, faculty and 

staff to grow in faith and live out 

their call to be true disciples  of 

Christ on campus and in their daily 

lives by providing them a home for 

intellectual and spiritual develop-

ment.  Based in Christ’s teaching and 

the Eucharist, we strive to prepare 

responsible  and passionate Catholic 

disciples and leaders for service to 

the Church and our greater society.   

We seek to provide opportunities for 

prayer, worship, spiritual direction, 

service, learning and fellowship. 

 

VISION STATEMENT 

Working to know, love and              

serve the Lord. 

 

MEET SUSTAINING DONORS:                             
MICHAEL & PALMA YOUNG 

Michael and Palma Young are long time parishioners of Our Lady of Perpetual Help in 

Carrollton, GA. In early 2020, before the pandemic, the Youngs were one of the many 

couples that attended the first ever Campus Catholics at UWG “It’s Time to Build” Gala!  

That evening, the Youngs signed up to become sustaining donors of the Catholic Center.  

The Youngs make a monthly donation to the “Williams Family UWG Catholic Center 

Fund”, an endowment fund of the Catholic Foundation of North Georgia.  Their monthly 

donation ensures the long-term viability of the ministry.  If you would like to become a 

sustaining donor of the fund, please go to www.uwgcatholic.org/donate to set up a month-

ly donation.  Thank you Michael & Palma for being sustaining donors of our ministry! 

 

PLEASE  
PLACE  
STAMP  
HERE 

The St. John Henry Newman 
Catholic Center at UWG   

 
P.O. Box 172 

Carrollton, GA 30112 
 

Phone: 770-741-1425 
Website: www.uwgcatholic.org 

 
E-mail:  

uwgcampuscatholics@olphcc.org 
. 
 
 
 

YOUR LOGO HERE 

 

“We are blessed to be able to support this 

generation of young Catholics through 

Catholic Campus Ministry.  We know that 

the center is fiscally prudent, and we have 

enjoyed watching how the program has 

evolved this past year.”  

Michael & Palma Young 


